International nurse education: implications for providers.
This exploratory study conducted in 1996 described the profiles, roles and preparation of twelve South Australian registered nurses in relation to their provision of education programs for nurses from South East Asia. The research showed respondents were well qualified and highly experienced educators whose roles were complex. Their preparation for providing education programs for nurse from South East Asia had been haphazard and inadequate. Consequently respondents considered they were not fully prepared for the providing this specialised education. Career planning and a more strategic approach to the development of specific expertise are essential to support an international approach to nurse education. Nurse education that values intercultural awareness, and is multicultural and global would benefit both local and international students. Development of germane knowledge, skill, attitudes and behaviours is recommended to ensure excellence in the provision of international nurse education. An action research model is proposed as an alternative to traditional professional development to prepare providers of international education.